From the Water’s Edge
Walk it Out
1 Thessalonians 1:3 says,

Paul wrote to the church in
Thessalonica because they were
doing great things. He wrote to
encourage them with the journey
they were on. Paul had heard
about what they were doing and
had heard of their works.

We are saved by grace. There is nothing we can do that can make
God love us more. There is nothing we can do to earn our
salvation. BUT does that mean we don’t do anything for God?
The people in Thessalonica were known not just for their
works, but known for the heart behind their works,
We don’t work publicly to earn God’s love, however out of
our relationship with God we end up doing works. Because God
loves me completely and utterly, I am now never alone. I am
saved by grace. BUT, that love isn’t just for me. That love is for
everyone too and because of this I want to walk OUT my faith
too.
I want everyone to know that love of God. When we draw
closer to God He doesn’t just draws us closer to Him but our
focus changes to showing that love we know to others too. To
walk out our faith and love of God for others.
Will we be a people that does this? Not just drawing closer
to God but walking out our faith for our love of Him and others
too.

Quicksands
Do you have problems and feel you are sinking
lower and lower into quicksands?
In the 1970s Jennifer and I lived for a while in Arnside, Cumbria which overlooks the
River Kent estuary flowing into Morecambe Bay. As the tide goes out a vast expanse of
sand is exposed. It is very beautiful and also dangerous for there are areas of quicksands.
Also, when the tide comes in, it is a boar of water sweeping up the estuary.
Despite many signs to warn people some do wander onto the quicksands and become
trapped. Jennifer and I frequently instructed our five children never to wander onto the
sands. They are now in their 50s and 60s.
Last year we were chatting to our youngest son and mentioned the quicksands. He
admitted he did go onto the quicksands and if he found he was sinking he didn’t panic
but followed the advice of his local school mates. As you start sinking, lay back resting
on the sand behind you. Gradually your legs will rise up to the surface which spreads your
weight over a larger area. Then just roll over onto firmer sand and stand up.

This made me think of our spiritual life for we all have our challenges
feeling Stuck and Sinking.
1. Don’t Panic
Be Still and know that I am God. Psalm 46:10
2. Rest in the arms of God
In peace I will both lie down and sleep,
For You alone, O Lord, make me to dwell in safety. Psalm 4:8
3. Stand up, pray and listen to God
And he said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet,
and I will speak with you.” Ezekiel 2:1
Les the Ed
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THE POWER of PRAYER
Fact not Fiction
Then I was called from my little hotel
about half an hour before the service, and they
said,
‘The place is empty. There are four
hundred newspaper people here taking
pictures of all the empty seats.’
We had rented the Arena for three
months So my wife and I got down on our
knees and said,
“Now, Lord, we’re prepared for
anything You want. It can be a flop, or it
can be a success, we leave it in your
hands.”

Billy Graham gave an interview with
Sir David Frost in July 1964.
He was asked;
‘What do you regard as the single most
touching or moving demonstration
of faith you have ever witnessed?’

I had great peace about it. It was an act
of faith to even go there. We went and didn’t
see a person. We got out of our car and one
of my associates came out of the door of the
Arena and said,

Billy Graham responded “I remember the
opening night of our meeting at the Harringay
Arena in London in 1954. Generally the press
was all against us.
Many of the church leaders who had
brought us to London deserted us. It had been
brought up in Parliament as to whether I
should even be allowed to land in Britain
or not, and everything seemed against us.
I had invited Senator Stuart Symington
and another US senator to be my special
guests. That afternoon Senator Symington
called me on the phone and said, ‘The
American ambassador feels that because of
the bad publicity that we should not come.
Instead we are going to have dinner with
Antony Eden,’ who was then the foreign
secretary.

“Billy, the place is packed and there
are five thousand people on the other side
trying to beat the doors down.”
I said “Where did they come from?”
He said “We don’t know. God must
have sent them.”
We were there for three months and not
only did we not have empty seats but held two
or three services some nights to take care of
the people.
In the end we ended up at Wembley
Stadium with the press with the Archbishop of
Canterbury sitting by my side.
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Do you know where this building is?
It was a chapel built in 1814 beside the canal in
Stourport
for bargemen working on the canals.
It is near the top of Stourport High Street as one
turns right.
The building is clearly seen on the left when standing on the canal bridge.
It is at the rear and now part of the Black Swan Public House.

A Spanish Teacher told her students that in Spain, unlike English,
nouns were designated as masculine or feminine.
For example:
● House is feminine – la casa.
● Pencil is masculine – el lapis.
One of her students asked what gender 'computer' was. The teacher did not
answer the question but divided the class into two groups, male and female.
Then she said they should decide for themselves: each group to give 4 reasons for
their recommendations.
The men said 'computer' was feminine – la computeadora – because:
1. No-one but their creator understands their logic.
2. The native language they use to communicate with other computers in
incomprehensible to anyone else.
3. Even the smallest mistakes are stored in long-term memory for possible
retrieval.
4. As soon as you make a commitment to one, you find yourself spending half
your wage packet on accessories for them.
The women said it was masculine – el computdor because:
1. In order to do anything with them you have to turn them on.
2. They have a lot of data but still cannot think for themselves.
3. They are supposed to help you solve problems but half the time they are
the problem.
4. As soon as you commit to one, you realise that if you had waited a little
longer, you could have got a better model!
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God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.
Lord, thank you that I am not alone. You are my refuge and strength. You are
ever present. But I recognise that to experience your help I must turn to you. A
refuge is useless unless entered. God I come to you this morning and ask for your
help. I give myself to you. Please spend some time with me. Speak to me. Heal me.
Help me. Amen

God sets the lonely in families, he leads out the prisoners with singing; but the
rebellious live in a sun-scorched land.
God, thank you that I not only have you, but you have placed me in the body of
Christ too. Thank you that you’ve surrounded me with people who can show your
help love and support too. Thank you for my brothers and sisters in Christ. Amen.

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—
yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
Jesus, thank you that you understand completely what I am going through
and in that you did not sin. Please, Lord, break in, step in, please show me your
mercy, grace and help! I trust in you! Amen
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To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious
riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
God, thank you there is hope for everyone, me and everyone else! Thank you
that our hope is found in Jesus Christ. Please Lord, lead me closer to Jesus and
lead me in showing Jesus every single day. Amen.

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is
faithful.
Lord, sometimes I get weak and low and I find it difficult to hold on to you and I
forget just how faithful you are. Please today remind me of all you have done for me
so that my hope in you rises again in me as I am reminded of your faithfulness.
Amen.

But those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.
Lord, please help me! Restore me. Renew me. I place my faith, hope and trust
firmly in you. The things of this world do tire me out but I trust completely in you.
Please Lord, restore and renew me. Amen.

Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge
my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free
from pain.” And God granted his request.
God, I put my hope in you and trust you to be my help. Please bless me, and
enlarge my territory. Please let me know that you are with me and protect me. God I
put my trust in you today. Your will be done. Amen.
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TERRY & JUDI MOTT KOSELE, KENYA 2022

With Church closed and no
one able to visit each other at
home Liz was forced online to
search for sponsors and a ‘BUT
GOD’ moment saw that blessing
multiplied! Barclays removed
the ceiling for match funding
(usually held at £750) and,
thanks to the generous giving of
friends of Hope & Kindness beginning at Riverside, that one event raised
£10,000!
Annie also had one of her best years
creating hanging baskets that were bought by
many church members raising another £450.
In spite of all the odds they both did the same
again in 2022 raising a total of almost
£14,000! Thank you Lord!
Covid travel restrictions and a terminal
cancer diagnosis for Terry’s mum have meant
that the two of us have been away from
Kenya since August 2020 (so much longer
than we had planned.) In 2002 we dreamt that
Hope and Kindness would be led and run by
a team of Kenyans. We didn’t know then just
how long it would take for that dream to
become a reality but we are confident that it
now has … seems God really has always had
the big picture!

2022 is a very significant year
for us because on July 31st it
will be the 20th anniversary of
the day we first travelled out
to Kenya,
when we began the work
that is now known as
Hope & Kindness.
It’s a good time to look back,
to reflect and to remind ourselves of God’s
faithfulness - to quote our dear friend Annie
Austin, to see how ‘God has always got the
big picture.’
The lockdowns and social distancing of
the last two years, closing down many of our
vital fundraising activities, could have spelt
disaster for Hope & Kindness.
The needs of the poorest of the poor have
significantly increased in places like Kosele
where people only eat if they work and there
is nothing like furlough to protect them.
Supporting our school children and their
families at home was a lot more challenging
than providing just the children with meals
at school. But bless God and bless our dear
Liz (Craven) who, in between pool
refurbishments and a fast re-closure of the
pool during another lockdown, managed to
successfully complete her annual ‘swim a
mile for Hope & Kindness!’

We would appreciate your prayers for Our return to Kenya this month
● Our leadership team who have stepped up to the very challenging task of
running everything – our School, Farm, Community outreach, Children’s
Home, and Church.
● The Agribusiness projects on the farm which we hope will make our work
more sustainable in the future.
● Our teachers and pupils who have experienced significant disruption for the
last 18 months and still have a very challenging year ahead of them.
● The community that we live and work in, people who amaze us with their
resilience in the face of hardship, poor health, poverty and uncertainty.
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Our leadership team of Kenyans
who have been running Hope and
Kindness as we were unable to
return to Kenya
In 2020

The community that
Hope and Kindness work in
helping to feed people
of all ages.

Hope and Kindness
Family Home

The whole school 2021
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Something to Sing about - December 2021
Steve and I decided straight after the
Street Nativity project for Christmas 2020
that we should do something again in 2021
– the question was what exactly would we
do!
We knew that singing carols with the
brass band had been central in 2020, so
we took that as our starting point and
decided to add some fun with a quiz in
the “Family Fortunes” format and ended
up alternating carol singing with questions
about the most popular Christmas movies,
traditions and songs.
The internet – as always – was very
obliging in providing some downright
unbelievable most popular (or “toppest”as
Steve said) answers: anyone for “ postChristmas hike”!
Another additional element for 2021
was that we created an opportunity for
people to hang around and chat together
by providing a drink and mince pies
afterwards. The whole point of doing
Christmas on the Streets is to help people
to build connections and relationships, so
this was just as important as the carols
and the quiz.

Just as with 2020, we were delighted
with the welcome and the numbers of
people who came out to join in: there’s
something about Christmas which seems
to bring out the best in people, and
perhaps in 2021 this was especially so
after the limited version of Christmas we
all had in 2020.
Many people across our community
took part in a celebration of the true
meaning of Christmas. Important
relationships were made and strengthened
by our hosts and their neighbours, and
that’ got to be something to sing about!
Well done everyone!

Tim Scarborough

I was driving this morning when I saw a parked RAC van.
The driver was sobbing uncontrollably and looked very miserable.
I thought to myself ‘That guy’s heading for a breakdown’.
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The Crusade in Ibadan Nigeria.

I went to the Crusade held at Ibadan, 80 miles north
of Lagos, the capital of Nigeria at the end of last year.
The main preacher was Daniel Kolenda, an American
Evangelist and Chairman of Christ for All Nations,
the former ministry of Reinhart Bonnke.h
I was one of the 10 sound engineers rigging and operating the sound system for the
event. To transport all of the equipment in containers involved five arctic trucks and
there's many a story from the truck drivers journeys.
Once the containers were empty they became a base for filming and production for
the team. The event was filmed live onto the huge screens as the crowds were so large.
The staging, sound towers and screens were a 5 day rigging job. There were over 60
labourers. It felt just like an engineering project as we were working 13 hour days hard
labour in searing heat.
That's me below wearing sunglasses.

People started arriving at 6.30 am to here the Gospel of Salvation preached and a
massive response of people saying YES to Jesus committing there lives to Him. The sick
were prayed for and lives were changed.
Mixing in the crowd you can feel the their response and expectancy for a touch
from Jesus. When they call on the name of the Lord, they mean it and often there lives
depended on it. There’s not much medical or social care in Nigeria so the response was
across all generations, young and old.
The first night there were 145,000 people present but on the last night ½ a million
came. Overall there were 1.2 million in attendance.
Alan Gibson
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A Certain Man
When reading Genesis 37 we come across the story of Joseph and his
brothers. It struck me about the way a few things developed for Joseph and
certainly not all good things for a while. We always say things don’t happen
by coincidence but by God instances. But sometimes that can be hard to really believe.
Take for instance the story of Joseph and his 11 brothers. Israel, Joseph’s father,
seemed to love him more than his older brothers and he made a beautiful coloured coat for
him. His brothers became very jealous of Joseph. Of course Joseph didn't help much when
he then bragged about these two dreams he had, telling his brothers his sheaf of corn had
risen up and they had bowed down to it. So his brothers were angry with him for saying
that he would reign over them and they would bow down to him. They hated him all the
more when Joseph had a second dream and he told them that the sun, the moon and 11
stars were bowing down to him. Joseph told his father as well as his brothers and his
brothers were so jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.
The story goes on and Joseph’ brothers went to graze the flocks of sheep in fields a
distance away from their home in an area called Shechem. After some time we don’t know
whether it was weeks or months, the bible does not tell us, but Israel sent Joseph to find
his brothers and the flocks to see if they were well and to report back.
Whilst Joseph was wondering around Shechem looking for his brothers and the flocks
A Certain Man asked him, “What are you looking for?” Of course Joseph replied that he
was looking for his brothers and their flocks of sheep. This certain man had overheard the
brothers say that they were moving on to go to Dotham and graze the sheep there.
Joseph set off on his travels to find them and he did find them. How come this certain
man was just there on that day in that particular field at that certain time and he had
overheard their conversation. It is quite remarkable really. This part of the story made me
think about are we in the right place, are we doing the right things that God has asked us
to do? Are we in a certain place for a certain time for a certain conversation or a certain
action that we do?
Of course the story goes on and the fact that Joseph found his brothers did not turn
out too well for him as they were so jealous because of his beautiful coat and his two
dreams that they plotted to kill him. Fortunately and just at the right moment (again a
Certain thing happened), he was not killed as a caravan of Midianite traders came along
and his brothers sold Joseph to them for 20 shekels of silver. These traders took Joseph to
Egypt and they sold him as a slave to Potiphar one of Pharaoh’s officials.
(Please continue reading the story from Gen 39 it does have a good ending)

Mary Prior
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We are called to not only to pray for ourselves but to pray for others too. To lift
them up to God and ask Him to intervene in their lives. I’ve been so grateful to all
the people who lift me up in prayer and it is a real joy and privilege to do the
same for others.
Some things to pray about this month:
● Sadly,
closed recently. It’s never good
news when a church has had to close. Please can we pray for all people
who were connected to Cornerstone. That they would continue to hear
God’s voice and call on their lives. That they would know God’s love and
encouragement as He calls them into what the next chapter looks like for
them.
●
– as she gets treatment for cancer. Pray for healing and
strength.
●
– as she recovers from leg surgery.
● Chris Newey – for God’s healing in the face of needing surgery for a
kidney stone.
●
– as she gets treatment for cancer. Pray for healing and
strength.
les.dutfield@gmail.com
Pastor Steve

Many of you are aware that both Steve and Liz went down with Covid on the 7th
February together with many other including several leaders. As a result many church
activities were postponed the following week.
It has effected some with breathlessness etc.
Please cover everyone with your prayers and pray that
the after effects will be erased from our fellowship.
Les
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Operation Christmas Child
Shoeboxes for Afghanistan Refugees

Samaritan’s Purse is providing relief in multiple ways to Afghan evacuees who are staying
in Albania. We are operating a primary care medical clinic, distributing needed items for
babies and young children, and offering trauma healing support.
Sharon is a UK volunteer who has been supporting this important work in Albania. While
there, she also had the opportunity to take part in an Operation Christmas Child outreach
event. She shares her experience with us below:
“I recently had the privilege of attending an Operation Christmas Child outreach
event for 600 children who had come to Albania with their families as evacuees on flights
out of Kabul, Afghanistan. The local church was hosting the event at the complex where
they were all staying.
I helped out with the 5-9-year-old group. The
children piled into the place with their parents, who sat
at the back while the boys and girls all gathered nearer
the front. Some were slightly anxious by what was going
to happen and kept checking that their parents were still
there. Then the music started and an Albanian dance
troop of similar ages came in dancing to local music,
followed by other children from the area who played and
sang some English and Albanian songs. Local partners also
shared a message of God’s love and the Good News of
the Gospel in a child friendly way via an Afghan
interpreter.
The children were then told they were going to receive a special gift from the
United Kingdom.
I helped the volunteers from the local church distribute the shoeboxes. The look on
their faces was pure joy and astonishment, that this was a gift just for them. All the trauma
and anxiety of recent times seemed to drift away. Once they had their gifts, they ran to
their parents to show them while clinging tightly to that shoebox. Both the parents and the
children were very happy.”
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Breakfast Buddies Club (BBC)
Lizzie Edwards and Jan Anderson are excited to
share with you the launch of Elim Breakfast Buddies
Club.
The initiative came from reminiscing with friends and
carers, past and present from our Dementia Support Group about favourite
restaurants in the local vicinity of Kidderminster. The Berni Inn Riverboat
Restaurant turned out to be a firm favourite with Duck A La Orange, Black Forest
Gateaux followed by their special liquor coffee to complete the meal was the
firm winner.
Social inclusion and friendships within our church and community are so
important, hence,Lizzie invited a few people from Tuesday Drop In and Dementia
Support to meet together at Hartlebury Castle Cafe for a leisurely breakfast.
The overall consensus is for us to meet again at Hartlebury Castle Cafe on
March 3rd at 10.30am.
Interested?
Please join us for fun and friendship.
For further information please contact me at;
Lizzieflood150@hotmail.com
Mob: 07752710464
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Hebrews 10:24-25 reminds us that we need to keep gathering as God’s people
but also we need to keep encouraging each other too. Encouraging is more than
kind words, it is that but so much more. When we serve each other and we
serve the body of Christ we end up encouraging one another too. This year, let’s
keep gathering, let’s keep turning up, and lets keep encouraging each other, not
ju

Prayer is key for us as individuals and for us together too. So we are going
to keep making spaces to pray together. We have the Tuesday morning prayer
time at 7.30am, we have online once a month on the second Wednesday of the
month at 7pm and we have an in person gathering on the last Wednesday of the
month at 7pm. We need to be a people united in the Spirit, how do we do this?
We pray together. Come along and pray. We’re going to keep bringing prayer to
the fore over this year, why don’t you engage with us.

We are called not only to gather together but to engage in the word and prayer
together. This is discipleship. We have small groups and Wednesday church
that do this. Please come along, contact us and join one. But also we are
creating more discipleship spaces. We are going to be running short courses,
first in the day and then in the evenings. At the moment we’re running Goliath
Must Fall on a Tuesday evening at 7.30pm. We’re also going to start once a
month discipleship breakfasts. The first being the Men’s breakfast on the last
Saturday in February at 9am. Come along!

Riverside Elim mobile: 07931 297 962
Steve Robinson (pastor) email : steve@riversideelim.com
Liz Robinson (associate pastor) email : liz@riversideelim.com
Les Dutfield (editor) email : les.dutfield@gmail.com
Church Address: Riverside Elim, Dog Lane, Bewdley, DY12 2EF
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