What is the pathway to Jesus coming into our hearts?
It is surrender and repentance. An invitation to Christ is to
say, come into my life Jesus, I GIVE you my life. And in
giving Jesus our life we see and look at the things that are
not of Him in our life and we say to Jesus, I’m sorry, I don’t
want to live this way, I don’t want to live MY way but I want
to live your way.
Remember, to repent is to TURN from our sin, not just
apologise for it. Let’s not forget the importance and need
for repentance and surrender in our inviting Jesus in. He
wants to be with you, all of you, but we must be a people
ready to turn away from the things of this world or the self.
How is your heart?
Have you picked up things from the world? Every day
is a chance to give Him your heart, to open the door to Him,
to surrender again and to repent. Don’t be afraid of
repentance, it leads us into His presence. He is waiting for
us….will we respond?
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My Memories of Queen Elizabeth the 2nd
Princess Elizabeth was 8 years old when I was born in Lewisham, London in 1934.
The king at that time was her grandfather, King George V who died in 1936 and was
succeeded by his eldest son King Edward VIII. King Edward abdicated later that year
and his brother King George VI (Princess Elizabeth’s father) succeeded him.
I was 5 when the 2nd World War started and therefore remember the blitz, bombs
falling and exploding all around whilst sheltering in our Anderson Shelter.
In 1945, when the war ended I remember watching King George VI and his wife, Queen
Elizabeth visiting and walking along Lewisham High Street with Prime Minister Winston
Churchill, looking at the terrible bomb damage where many people had been killed
and injured.
Some time later my Mum and Dad took me and
my two older sisters to London and we walked along
the Mall to join the crowds outside Buckingham
Palace. As we stood there King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth came out on the balcony accompanied by
Princes Elizabeth dressed in her military uniform,
and her younger sister Princess Margaret. Between
the King and Queen stood Winston Churchill. The
cheer from the crowd was phenomenal.
In 1951, at the age of 18, I started to serve my 2 year National Service in the RAF.
On February 1952 King George VI died and Princess Elizabeth became Queen Elizabeth
the 2nd.
On joining the RAF in 1951 I took an oath of allegiance to King George
VI and now it was Queen Elizabeth to whom I had allegiance. I and
my colleagues in the RAF were keen to see her coronation. However I
was posted to West Germany 2 days before Queen Elizabeth’s
Coronation on 2nd June 1953.
The next time I saw the Queen was in the late 1979s when Jennifer & I were in
Scotland. It was a Sunday morning we were driving from Aberdeen to Stirling. As we
drove along we saw a crowd of people gathered so we stopped to see what was going
on. They were standing outside of Craithe Kirk, the local church for the royal family
when they were staying at Balmoral. As we joined the crowd out of the church
emerged the Royal family led by Queen Elizabeth.
Les Dutfield
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Profile

By Elaine Webb

I was born in Westbourne Street, Bewdley in 1958 and I still live in Bewdley
today, albeit in a different house. I was the eldest of three children in a nonChristian home, but my parents always made sure I attended Sunday School, which I loved.
Growing up I always prayed but, it was mostly the same prayer every day. But it was a start.
When I was 17 I got my first job in the offices at Blackheath Glassworks in Bewdley,
which was the old dairy. I worked there until I passed my driving test and then I was offered
another office job in Kidderminster at W Croxford Cars, a family owned business. It was here
I first heard the gospel. A mechanic shared his testimony with me. I stood there and listened
just to be polite, but I wasn’t at all interested.
I left Croxfords after five years when I became pregnant with our twin daughters. Looking
back God had his hand on me and our babies as I went into premature labour. I remember
the doctors saying that if I had my babies they wouldn’t have survived, but I believe God
protected them in the womb and I eventually after going full term gave birth to two healthy
baby girls.
My mom who was a brilliant mom became a Christian and began to share her faith with
me. Again, I wasn’t interested, but admit to being, a little concerned as to what kind of
church she had become involved with.
Then my auntie Shelia, mom’s sister who had also become a Christian started to witness
to me. I eventually gave in and went to church just to keep the peace.
I recall walking into Kidderminster Elim Church for the first time and finding it all very strange
and yet drawn back the following week, and a few more weeks after that.
After attending for a while, at an evening service I made the best decision of my life
and invited Jesus into my heart, which transformed my life. Within a very short time my
husband Chris also became a Christian. A standout moment for me as a Christian was the
evening my husband, my mom, my auntie, my cousin and me were all baptised. It was so
special.
In 1993 Kidderminster Elim Church decided to plant a church in Bewdley which we
became part of. We met in various venues until in 2003 around 27 members of the
congregation raised a deposit of £50,000 to purchase the building we now own and still
worship in.
Chris and I serve God and his people as elders at Riverside Elim Church which is a privilege.
In January 2023 Riverside Church celebrates it’s 30th anniversary. During these years God
has done great things, is doing great things and we look forward to what great things God
will be doing in the future. The best is yet to come.
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Bewdley’s History Part 2
Over the centuries there have been several Bridges over the River Severn connecting
Bewdley with Wribbenhall.
Prior to Edward Day’s painting of the old bridge of 1483 (shown in Part 1), there is a
known record of a ferry in 1336 and the first bridge in 1447. It therefore seems likely
there was once a ford at Bewdley, though we mustn't assume it was just the width of a
road, nor that the crossing didn’t involve getting one’s knees wet.
Old bridges were replaced over the years.

Bewdley by E Abbott, 1766.
This painting on display in the Bewdley story gallery, illustrating Bewdley’s
bustling quay side and the stone bridge that was damaged in 1795.

J P Neale’s Painting of the current Bewdley Bridge in 1814.
It was designed by Thomas Telford and constructed by John Simpson.
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The town of Bewdley grew up between two important geographic features, The
Wyre Forest and the River Severn.
Wood from the forest provided a living and shelter for local inhabitants, whilst the
river was a ready source of water and transport. Over the years, Bewdley became an
increasingly important area as it was situated on the furthest navigable inland stretch of
the River Severn.
England’s waterways were the lifeblood of the country during the 1600 and 1700s,
they supported a booming trade both nationally and internationally and established
England as a significant trading nation.
Bewdley’s status as a thriving inland port enabled the town’s trade to flourish during
this time. The town itself was a hive of activity, with craftsmen producing an array of
items from locally available resources: caps, leather,brooms, baskets, combs,tankards,
pipes and bricks were some of the items made in great quantities and were taken by boat
to Bristol to be shipped to other locations. Likewise, goods from elsewhere were eagerly
sought and arrived in Bewdley from countries all over the world. Spices, silks, clay and
tobacco were a few of the luxuries imported.

View of Load Street 1823 by J Wood
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God thank you that no matter what season I am in, no matter what I am
walking through I know that I do not go through it alone. You direct me, guide me,
encourage me and discipline me because you love me.
Thank you for your love. Amen.

God, thank you that you have given me the gift of Jesus Christ who is always
bothered about my burdens. Please Lord, I give these burdens to you, I lay them at
your feet. I need your peace and rest, please fill me now. Amen.

God, thank you that you love me. Thank you that your love never ends and never
fails me and always meets me where I am. Here I am Lord, I need you, I need your
unfailing love. Meet me where I am now and in my day. Amen.
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God, when I am afraid I need your strength and comfort. I know you tell me not to
fear, yet still I wrestle with fear. God I need your strength and comfort to fill me so
that this fear can be gone. Please Lord, meet me, show me your strength and
comfort and drive away this fear. Amen

Lord, your closeness to me is amazing. I need you in my brokenness, please meet
me where I am struggling and fill these spaces with your love again. Amen.

Lord, thank you that your comfort and compassion knows no bounds. I am sorry
for putting things in the way of you. Thank you for your eternal readiness to show
me comfort and compassion. Amen
Spend some time worshipping God today!

God, thank you for walking with me and comforting me in my struggles. Please lead
me in
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Make every effort to enter through the narrow door. Luke 12:24
Croissants, dumplings, pork curry and all sorts of scrumptious food
await those who find and enter the Narrow Door Cafe.
Located in the Taiwanese city of Tainan, this cafe is literally a hole in
the wall. It’s entrance is barely forty centimetres (less than 16 inches) - just
enough for the average person to squeeze through! Yet, despite the challenge
this unique cafe has attracted large crowds.
Will this be true of the narrow door described iv Luke 13:22-30?
Someone asked Jesus in verse 23, “Are only a few people going to be
saved?”. In reply, Jesus challenged the person to “make every effort to enter through the
narrow door” to God’s kingdom (V24). He was essentially asking, “Will the saved include
you?”.
Jesus used this analogy to urge the Jews not to be presumptuous. Many of them
believed they’d be included in God’s kingdom because they were Abraham’s descendants
or because they kept the law. But Jesus challenged them to respond to Him before “the
owner of the house….closes the door” (V25).
Neither our family background nor our deeds can make us right with God. Only faith in
Jesus can save us from sin and death (Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5-7). The door is narrow,
but it’s wide open to all who will put their faith in Jesus. He’s inviting us today to seize
the opportunity to enter through the narrow door to His kingdom.
POH FANG CHIA, SINGAPORE
Daily Bread Saturday 28th May 2022

Adam’s Rib
In Sunday School they were teaching how God created everything, including
human beings. Little Johnny seemed especially intent when the told them how
Eve was created out of Adam’s rib. Later in the week his mother noticed him
lying down as though he was ill and asked him ‘”What is the matter?”
Little Johnny responded, I have a pain in my side. I think I’m going to have a
wife.”
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Please Pray for Sat7
SAT-7 is a Christian satellite television network broadcasting
in Arabic, Persian and Turkish across 25 countries in the
Middle East and North Africa, along with about 50 countries
in Europe. SAT7 was founded as a nonprofit organization in
1995 with support from Middle Eastern churches.
Lord we thank you for Sat7 – a Christian TV network for the Middle East and
North African countries (MENA)
We pray for all the staff – Egyptians, Syrians, Turks, Lebanese,Iranians,Algerians
and Tunisian Christians who all have a passion to share Christ’s love and encourage
Christians in their faith especially in areas where there is no public church.
It is a year since the Taliban took over control of Afghanistan.
Here is the testimony of one Afghan Soroush, who found peace and freedom in
Jesus Christ, which was broadcast on Sat7
“From vengeance to finding forgiveness; an Afghan man’s Transformation”
Soroush grew up in Afghanistan during the Civil War 1996-2001. When he grew up
he decided to join the army. He wanted to fight – Daesh, the Taliban anyone!
He read the Quaran and prayed 5 times a day asking God for help and peace. Then
his sister died in a tragic murder and he wanted vengeance.
He then moved to a nearby country and a dear friend noticed his struggles, weeping
and mourning. This friend said I can’t do anything for you except one thing, then gave
him a Bible to read! After two weeks Soroush opened the gospel and began to read
when several verses jumped out at him including
“Forgive that you may be forgiven”.

Luke 6 verse 37

“For God so loved the world that he gave His only Son for you”

John 3 Verse 16

Souoush contacted a pastor who led him to the Lord. He told his family and became
a transformed man. Eventually he trained for the ministry and is now a pastor.
You can read the full story of Soroush’s transformation and see a short video on
Sat7.org and many other stories from the work of Sat 7
Please continue to pray for this vital work, the people whose lives have been
impacted and Afghanistan a year after the Taliban takeover.
Thank you.
Jennifer Dutfield
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1. Providing disabled young people with physical therapy and assist devices in
two displacement camps in war-torn SYRIA. Pray this will continue.
2 Drilling wells and installing water systems in areas of UKRAINE where water
pipes have been destroyed in the conflict. Already 9 wells have been drilled
providing 9.5 million litres of water for local people. (30 more are planned.)
Pray that the Ukrainian people will also know and receive the life-giving water that
Jesus gives. Thank God for local church leaders and church members involved in
these projects, supporting their neighbours.
3. Over 8,000 hygiene kits have been packed and loaded ready for Ukraine - on
their way now. Pray they will be safely delivered, and a blessing to the people of
Ukraine.

Van loaded ready to head
to Ukraine
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1.Will you pray for many shoeboxes to be donated? All we do is rooted in
prayer – prayer changes things.
2.Will you donate items to go in a shoebox? There will be a box in church for
items – for soft toys, stationery, small games and toys, tennis balls, toothbrushes
and soap, hats, gloves…. There are lots of ideas on the OCC website. ( Do
remember no liquids, toothpaste or sweets).
3.Could you pack a shoebox full of gifts – perhaps as a family, with your
children / grandchildren ?
4.Will you donate towards the shipping and transport costs of the shoeboxes?
There will be a donation box in church each Sunday or gifts can be given directly
to Jacky. All monies are sent to OCC via the church bank account.
5.Riverside Church will be a local church collection centre November 14th to
21st. Could you help out one session during the week welcoming those from
around the area who bring in shoeboxes?
6.Could you help OCC by being a volunteer driver in November – collecting
shoeboxes from around the West Midlands and taking them to the warehouse in
Oldbury? See Jacky for details.
7.Pray for the many churches overseas who are preparing to receive the
shoeboxes and deliver them to needy children in their areas.
8.Each shoebox is a gospel opportunity – pray that each box shows the love
AND HOPE of God to the children and their families.

Children in Moldova
receiving their
shoebox gifts.
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Pray for Ukraine
Froct Sue & Johct Scott
When Russia invaded Ukraine, we along with
many others watched in horror at the plight of the
thousands of people escaping the devastating
bombardment of their homes and cities. So when the government announced
the sponsorship scheme to enable people across the UK to open their homes to
Ukrainian refugees we had no hesitation in signing up.
However, registering for the scheme was only the first little step as it soon became
clear that the government weren’t going to match hosts with guests. We then registered
with various online matching services and a couple of Christian initiatives. We were
offered various families but each time a stumbling block arose. However, I kept praying
that God would bring the right family to us.
In April a church member suggested that Jackie Garbett may have a contact from her
work with Samaritans purse who was looking for host families. Jackie put me in touch with
this lady who lived in Birmingham and I called her on that Saturday morning. We chatted
briefly and then she asked if we would have room for a Mum and her 3 daughters. When I
said YES she was almost crying on the phone – she had been praying that day that God
would provide a host for this family as most folk couldn’t manage a family of four and the
family were in France and running out of money. We arranged a facetime call that evening
with Kateryna. Both John and I felt we should offer out home to them. They arrived 3
weeks later once their visas were sorted.
Over the past three months we’ve navigated a lot of different things with Kateryna
such as opening a bank account, getting children into school, job centre appointments,
and Kateryna gaining DBS certification to enable her to volunteer in school. Hopefully, as
her English improves, this will pave the way into teaching in the UK as this was her job in
Ukraine.
Our neighbours and church community have been very welcoming and supportive of
our guests – they’ve each been given a bike, the girls have scooters, they’ve received an
abundance of clothes, toys and other goodies. A neighbour made them a beautiful
patchwork quilt in the colours of the Ukrainian flag. Church folk have helped take
Kateryna to appointments when we’ve not been available and Jeff & Esther have taken
them out for days when we were away on holiday. Lin is now helping us navigate the
application process for council housing.
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We don’t know how long the family will be with us – they want to
remain permanently in England as Kateryna feels there is no certainty
for the girls future in Ukraine, as their home is in a village between
Mariupole and the Russian border. It is now occupied by Russians and
a new administration has been installed. Her father is still there but
has lost his job with no hope of new employment as he doesn’t want to take a Russian
passport. His only source of food is Kateryna’s large and well planted garden. He and his
wife are bottling the produce to see them through the winter months. Her brother is in
the army, so each communication she receives from him is a huge relief and comfort to
her that he is safe.
However, despite their circumstances they are a happy positive family and the two
younger girls are playful and delightful and their English is improving all the time. They
have settled well into school and have made friends there. Anastasiia (12) started school
in September. Unfortunately there wasn’t space in her year group so we had to go through
an appeal process to gain a place for her which has meant she has had half a term at
home.

If you would like to pray for the family here are some things to pray for:
That Anastasiia would settle quickly into school and make friends
Kateryna to find a suitable work for her skills
For the family to find long term accommodation in Bewdley so the girls don’t have to
change schools again

Christian One Liners
Don’t let your worries get the better of you. Remember Moses started out as a
basket case.
When you get to your wits end, you’ll find God lives there.
People are funny. They want the front of the bus,
the middle of the road and the back of the church.
Many people want to serve God, but only as advisers.
Quit griping about your church, if it is perfect, you couldn’t belong.
Some minds are like concrete, thoroughly mixed and permanently set.
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The song ‘Love is a many splendoured thing’
was very popular when I was young
As the years have passed I have realised more and more that
the love Jesus has for us is truly a many splendoured thing.

Jesus said to His Disciples

in John 13:34/35

‘A new commandment I give you: Love one another.
As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
All men will know that you are my disciples if you love one another.
The word love in English has so many meanings whereas the Greeks
used four words to distinguish between different types of LOVE:
1) Storge, which means unconditional natural family affection.
2) Eros, which means romantic passionate sexual attraction.
3) Philia, which means intimate, authentic friendship.
4) Agape, which means unconditional giving, sacrificial love.
In Scripture, Agape love is beyond ordinary common experience contrasted with Eros,
and Philia.
In John 3:16 Jesus states
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
The love of one’s fellow humans, as the reciprocal love between God and humans is
made manifest in one’s unselfish love of others.
Love is almost certainly the most misunderstood word in the world.
We dilute its meaning by over use: ‘I love my wife, I love my country, I love fish and
chips.’ Giving and receiving love is difficult when we don’t even comprehend what it is. So
we need to clear up a couple of misconceptions. We think love is a feeling – a sentimental
knot in your stomach. True love does create feelings, but it is more than a feeling.
Summarising what Paul wrote in Ephesians 3 14-19 God’s LOVE is ● TOTAL - It reaches every corner of our experience.
● WIDE - covering the breadth of our own experience and it reaches out to the
whole world.
● LONG - it continues the length of our lives.
● HIGH - it rises to the heights of our celebration and elation.
● DEEP - it reaches to the depths of discouragement, despair and even death.
When you feel shut out or isolated, remember that you can never be lost to God’s
LOVE.
Les Dutfield
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I’m not a coffee drinker, but one sniff of coffee
beans brings me a moment of solace and wistfulness.
When our teenage daughter Melissa was making her
bedroom uniquely hers, she filled a bowl with coffee
beans to permeate her room with a warm, pleasant scent.
It’s been nearly two decades since Melissa’s earthly
life ended in a car accident at seventeen, but we still
have that coffee-bean bowl. It gives a continual,
aromatic remembrance of Mel’s life with us.
Scripture also uses fragrances as a reminder. Song of Songs refers to fragrances as a
symbol of love between a man and a woman (Verses 1-3; 4-11, 16) . In Hosea, God’s
forgiveness of Israel is said to be “fragrance like a cedar of Lebanon” (Hosea 14:6). And
Mary’s anointing of Jesus’s feet, which caused the house of and her siblings to be “filled
with the fragrance of the perfume” (John 12-3), pointed ahead to Jesus’ death (Verse 7).
The idea of fragrance can also can also be mindful of our testimony of faith to those
around us. Paul explained it this way: “We are pleasing to God the pleasing aroma of Christ
among those who are being saved and those who are perishing” (2 Corinthians 2:15)
Just as the scent of coffee beans reminds me of Melissa, may our lives produce a scent
of Jesus and His love that reminds others of their need of Him.
DAVE BRANON
How can you be the “aroma of Christ” to someone today?
How has your life caused others to sense the presence of
The Saviour?
Dear heavenly Father, help me to pass on an aroma
Of life that makes others know I represent You.
Our Daily Bread 29th September 2022
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Answers to Summer Issue on How well do you know your Bible
1. The first from the province of Asia to become a follower of Christ was Epenetus.
See Romans 15:5
2. At the time when all the men of Judah stood with their little ones,
wives, and children something happened.
The Spirit of the Lord came upon one of the men standing there.
Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite who was a descendant of Asaph.
See 2 Chronicles 2:5-13

Part 2 of how well do you know your Bible.
3. Where in the Bible is a Gentile ruler said to be anointed.
4. Who was the prophet that another prophet foretold would die that year because
he had preached rebellion against the Lord?
The answers will be in the Autumn Issue.

Honeymoon Salad
Lettuce Alone

Don’t Eat Liquorice Before Bed!
It Makes You Dream of Allsorts.

Riverside Elim mobile: 07931 297 962
Steve Robinson (pastor) email : steve@riversideelim.com
Liz Robinson (associate pastor) email : liz@riversideelim.com
Les Dutfield (editor) email : les.dutfield@gmail.com
Church Address: Riverside Elim, Dog Lane, Bewdley, DY12 2EF
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