From the Water’s Edge

HARMONY
Geese fly greater distances in a
formation behind their leader.
They fly in Harmony
with one goose leading.

Musicians tune their
instruments so that they can
play in Harmony.

For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not
all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others. Romans 12 4 - 5

Harmony can come in different forms and when it is achieved
great things can be accomplished.

I was reminded this summer as I watched a formation of geese
flying over our house how much they were in Harmony together.
Then over the past few weeks I have occasionally watched the
Proms on TV and noticed the musicians tune their instruments
before the conductor arrives who then leads the orchestra in an
amazing harmony.
Thus I felt I should share my thoughts with you on the front page about
harmony.
Les the Ed

Here I am, sat, ready to write an article on harmony and realized…I’ve
never actually spoken or written solely on the subject of harmony. A first!
When I think of harmony I think of singing and music. I grew up playing
in bands with my trombone and singing in choirs and often I would get
confused as what I was singing or playing wasn’t in fact the tune of the
song. All my teachers then would remind me when I questioned them I
wasn’t playing/singing the tune, but I was doing something else which
would perfectly intertwine with the tune producing a beautiful round
sound. What was I playing/singing? The harmony.
I think we strive (and rightly so) for unity in our churches, but
sometimes we think unity means we all have to do exactly the same thing.
1 Corinthians 12:12-27 reminds us that although we are one body we
all are different parts. We don’t all have to do the same thing or be the same
thing but we can all be working together for the kingdom of God.
That’s what harmony in the church looks like when we use our gifts in
line with God, the Holy Spirit and to compliment the other gifts of the
people of God. This is what the church should be all about. Embracing our
gifts and the call of God so we work that out for the kingdom of God, but
not alone, but together alongside the other people in the body of Christ.
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The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may
have life, and have it to the full.
Over the coming weeks when we are at the Dog Lane building on a Sunday
morning we will be looking into this verse deeper and deeper.
Jesus wants us to experience life to the full and He wants to lead us away from
the thief who comes to steal, kill and destroy. What path is the path of life and life
to the full? The path of Christ! Following Him and His ways. This path is sometimes
called the narrow path, but it is the path to be fully alive!
Why don’t you join us on Sunday mornings at 10.50 am as we journey on this
together. I want to live a life that’s fully alive! Don’t you?

Attention - Attention
This is the station announcer.
Will the passengers who are taking the train
to Bournemouth please bring it back.
Thank you.

A man knocked on my door and asked for a small donation
toward the local swimming pool.
I gave him a glass of water.
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In John's gospel chapter 15,
Jesus uses the imagery of the vine to describe Himself,

and tells his disciples that they are the branches of the vine. He warns them that they
must stay, abide, and remain in Him. If they do not, they will become unfruitful, be cut off
and burned.
So, life is in the vine, not the branches.
I believe that John's gospel was written to Christians when he was old, and he writes to
encourage us to keep on believing. In chapter 20:31 he writes;
"These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing you may have life in His name".
We need first to understand the precise wording in the original Greek language. Greek
has a “present continuous " tense for verbs which is not easily translated into English, but is
so often crucial to a proper understanding of the text. It means to be continually doing
something.
To translate the sense into English it is necessary to add the two little words
"go on"
For example, Jesus did not say,
"Ask and you will receive, seek and you will find, knock and it will be open to you ",
implying that each action need only be done once. He actually said "Go on asking, go on
seeking, go on knocking and you will receive ". So, if we don't receive the Holy Spirit at the
first ask, don't panic, go on asking.
This "present continuous" verb is used by John in chapter 20:31, so that verse is more
properly translated,
"These are written that you may go on believing that Jesus is the Son of God, and by
going on believing you will go on having life".
This same construction illuminates the best known verse in the Gospel. John 3:16 is
better understood as;
"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever goes on
believing will never perish, but go on having eternal life".
John is making it plain to us that we must go on believing in Jesus, the true vine and
go on being attached, so that we can continue to grow spiritually and continue to be
fruitful.
Being a Christian, is not just a one off decision, it is continually believing, and not to
be sidetracked, so that we continue to have eternal life in Jesus our Lord
Blessings
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Riverside Bewdley Elim Church’s History Part 3
Dudley & Karen Anderson at Riverside Elim: Our First Home

“I’ve found a church,” Karen said.
We were chatting by a long-distance
phone call from England to South Africa. It was
January 1997 when WhatsApp and Facebook
were only an entrepreneurial twinkle in the eye.
“Really?” I replied, “where?”
“It’s called Bewdley Christian
Fellowship,” said Karen, “the pastor is a lovely
guy, Jason Heron.”
Moving countries is no easy feat. Karen and I arrived in the UK from South
Africa in November 1996 with nothing more that our suitcases. We were staying with
friends in Stourport. Active church goers, we desired to find a solid Pentecostal church
where we could get our feet under the table.
To finalise our move, I needed to return to South Africa for a month. It was
during this time that Karen found our new spiritual home.
Shortly before I arrived back in the UK, Jason Heron, who was pastoring
Bewdley Christian Fellowship, changed its name to Riverside Church, Bewdley, soon to
become Riverside Elim. When I returned, I immediately settled down in my new church.
As it happened, Karen and I were worship leaders of some experience. With
many years’ experience, I offered our services to Jason. As it happened, the previous
worship leader had stepped down the week before we joined. God’s timing is always
perfect. Picking up the reigns, I developed a good team and led worship for the following
seven years.
Karen became involved in the children’s work, sowing God’s word into young
lives who were to go on for Jesus.
Around 2002 we felt the nudge of the Holy Spirit to start a youth group. The
group grew to about 15 smashing kids, most of whom now have a solid walk with God.
Karen and I have always sensed the call of God into ministry and in 2004 he
opened the way for us to plant a church on a farm near Worcester. With tears of sorry
and joy we bid farewell to our first home in England under the blessing of our dear
friend and pastor, Jason Heron.
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Red Rose Conference
These are Gail’s Memories of how the Rose Conference was born.
Gail Dunn is the wife of Paul Dunn who was our pastor at Riverside
three years from 2009.

For those who are familiar with the
background of Rose you will know that
God put the desire in my heart many
years previous before coming to
Riverside. Around 2001 God had put in
my heart a desire to see women of all
ages come together, encounter God
and grow in their Christian walk with
Him.
When I met Elaine and Debbie our
hearts gelled instantly, it was a God
thing and so we started a women's
ministry called "A Woman's Life”.
Whilst walking and praying and
many chats later, our friendship and
trust in each other grew. One morning I
shared my dream... "Imagine if 70
women came together to encounter
God" , and that's what happened.
In 2009 God brought the Rose
conference into reality. A scripture

comes to mind where it says.. For we
are God’s handiwork, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.
Ephesians 2:8-10
At our 1st Rose Conference I
remember standing at the back of the
school where we hosted the conference
with Elaine as we watched so many
ladies attend the conference, we were
at awe at what God had done.
God had used me to birth the Rose
back in 2009 but it wasn't ultimately
about me, it was about the kingdom
and God's eternal purpose and that's
why now,twelve years on, God
continues to use the Rose. When we
hold things loosely He will use
whatever we surrender to Him.
Gail

Dani Johnstone is the wife of Carl Johnstone who was our pastor from
2012 to December 2015.
These are Dani’s memories of the Rose.

The Rose Conference is something incredible and was birthed by the previous Pastors,
Paul and Gail Dunn. Over the 3 1/2 years we saw this grow from around 60 attendee’s to
a couple of hundred and moved from a small local hotel to eventually the new venue of
“Tree tops” in West Midlands Safari Park. This conference grew from being a local
conference blessing and investing in the lives of local women, to one that was investing
and blessing women from the Midlands Region. We had incredible times of worship, prayer
and refreshing with amazing teaching!
Dani
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Red Rose Conference
Elaine Webb & Debbie Beadle our Elder’s Memories.

The Rose is a conference for women
which has been hosted by Riverside since
2009.
It was born of a vision to see women
grow in their walk with God.
Women of all ages, backgrounds and
denominations have been delegates at the
event over the years
The guest speakers have shared
inspirational and challenging messages

starting with Mags Hallam in 2009 up to
2018 with and Helen Azer.
Other guest speakers have included
Jeff Lucas and J.John.
In the 10 years of the Rose conference
women have been saved, blessed,
challenged and impacted.

Dog Lane.
The premises were originally the stables for horses at the George Hotel.
When stables were no longer required the building was later used as a carpet
warehouse and snooker hall.
When Jason Heron was pastor (1994 - 2005) the church had been meeting in St.
Georges Hall on Sundays. As a church we had been praying that God would give us a home
of our own.
Then The Snooker Hall in Dog Lane came on the market. Both Jason & Chris felt led to
walk around the building, lay hands upon it and ask God to give his people this place to
worship Him.
The Snooker Hall in the meantime had been sold to a builder who carried out major
work. From the shell a 2nd floor was constructed and the building was turned it into four units.
He then put the building back on the market.
Jason and the elders prayed and Jason felt led to produce a leaflet to the fellowship
detailing his vision . God touched the hearts of the fellowship and approximately £50.000 was
raised by around 27 people from the church for the deposit.
Originally we had planned to take over the whole building but before we had the
opportunity it was purchased by a gentleman who agreed for us to rent the two downstairs
units. We gained access in 2003. Before we could use downstairs the wall between the two
halves was removed where now the gas boiler and toilet are. It was great to see how many
people came together to finish off the interior such as painting, sound proofing the ceiling, put
lighting in, and install a small basic kitchen.
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Who invented the three basic Covid rules to protect us?
1.

Hands - 2. Face - 3. Space

These laws were given to the nation of
Israel 3,500 years ago. Did you know that?
Look it up in the Bible.
1. Exodus 30: 18-21: Wash your hands so
that they will not die.
2. Leviticus 13:4, 5, 46: If you have
symptoms, keep your distance, cover
your mouth and avoid contact.
3. Leviticus 13:4,5: Who is infected must
remain in quarantine for 7 to 14 days.
Are there still those who doubt that
the Bible is a book of wisdom?

NOTE
If you catch a fish out of the water, it
will die; and when you remove a tree from
the ground, it also dies.
Similarly when man disconnects from
God, he dies. God is our natural
environment. We were created to live in
His Presence.
We must be connected to Him because
only with Him does life exist.
Let’s stay in touch with GOD. Let us
remember that water without fish is still
water, but fish without water are nothing.
The soil without the tree is still soil,
but the tree without soil is nothing.
God without man is still God, but man
without God is nothing.

I love this analogy.
When God wanted to create fish he
spoke to the sea.
When God wanted to create trees, He
spoke to the earth.
But when God wanted to create man,
He turned to HIMSELF. Thus God said: “Let
us make man in our image and likeness”.

Pigs Must Be Careful
One night in late October
When I was far from being sober.
I was returning home with my manly pride
When my feet began to stutter.
So I laid down in the gutter
And a pig came by
And laid down by my side.
A lady passing was heard to say
You can tell the one who boozes
By the company he chooses.
And the pig got up and slowly walked away.
Patricia Hewlett
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THE POWER of PRAYER
Facts, not Fiction
During the 2nd World War and when
on several occasions all seemed lost,
King George VI requested that the
nation have a day of prayer.

Dunkirk
On 27th May 1940, the German
High Command announced that,
“The British army is encircled
and our troops are proceeding to
its annihilation.”
Prime Minister Churchill
commented when he heard the news
that perhaps 20,000 or 30,000 men
might be saved. However the vast
core of the British army were about
to perish on the field or be led into
captivity.
On Sunday 26th May, at the
request of His Majesty King George
VI, the nation was led to a Day of
Prayer. The King called upon the
people of Britain and the Empire to
commit their cause to God. The
nation prayed and then three
miracles happened:
1. Hitler stopped the advance,
against his generals , for no obvious
reason.
2. A storm of extraordinary fury
grounded the German Air Force on
28th May.
3. A great calm settled over the
English Channel for several days
during which a large convoy of small
boats of every shape and size was
taken over from the English ports by
the civilian boat owners.

It is thought
he was inspired by
a Christian Welsh
miner called Rees
Howells who had
become famous for
his Christian faith
and had proved to
many the power of
prayer.
King George VI had ordered that his
armed forces each be given a Bible and on
the first page he gave this message.

“To all serving in my
Forces, and indeed, to all my
people, I commend the reading
of this book.
For centuries the Bible has
been a wholesome and
strengthening influence in our
national life, and it behoves us
in these momentous days to
turn with renewed faith to this
Divine source of comfort and
inspiration.”

335,000 men of the British army
& RAF were evacuated from the
Dunkirk beaches!

As you read on, check the dates of
when and what happened
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El Alamein at the gates of Cairo

The Battle of Britain

After the fall of Tobruk on Monday 29th
June 1942 the Eighth Army was in full
retreat, making El Alamein the line of
defence. Rommel’s army approached the
next day and the Nazi radio boasted that
Rommel and the Afrika Korps would sleep
in Egypt on the Saturday night.
On 15th August 1942 Field Marshal
Alexander was appointed as Commanderin-Chief and General Montgomery as
Commander of the Eighth Army known as
‘The Desert Rats’.
On 3rd September, at the request of
King George VI, there was another
National Day of Prayer and on 23rd
October General Montgomery issued this
Order of the Day to the Eighth Army,
“Let us pray that the Lord, mighty in
battle, will give us the victory.”
Some ‘odd’ things then started to occur.
As the attack on the German forces was
opened:
1. Suddenly the German advance
stopped and the Panzer divisions returned
westward. Rommel, in his report, stated,
“Our strength failed in front of El
Alamein.” 2. Rommel was sick for the first
time in his life. 3. General Stumme,
appointed to take his place, died of a
heart attack the next day, leaving the
German High Command in a state of
confusion. 4. At the same time, Rommel’s
Chief of Staff was on leave.
General Rommel later said,
“ El Alamein was lost before it was
fought. We didn’t have the petrol.
Surely none of these things could have
been due to coincidence.”
Churchill said concerning the battle
of El Alamein,
“Before El Alamein we never had
a victory.
After El Alamein we never had a
defeat.”

As Hitler did not follow up his gain of
Dunkirk, even though our army had lost
most of its weapons, in his hesitating all
through June 1940 he gave Britain a
breathing space.
When the Commander-in-Chief of
Fighter Command was asked,
“What are your plans for defeating
an overwhelming number of German Air
Force aircraft?” he replied,
“Believe in God”
The Nazi Field-Marshal Goering told his
German Air Commander that the way
ahead for launching an invasion was to
destroy the Royal Air Force. On 30th
August, 800 enemy aircraft attacked the
key RAF airfields in southern England to
put them out of action.
By the 6th September Fighter
Command was in serious trouble with
aircraft and pilots were being lost at a
rate far in excess of replacements.
Defeat in the air appeared inevitable and
would open the way to invasion.
The King immediately asked that
Sunday 8th September should be fixed
as a National Day of Prayer. There was a
tremendous response. For no logical
reason, Hitler ordered the Luftwaffe to
switch its attack to London. It was a
catastrophic blunder.
On 17th September a tele-type
message from the German High
Command postponed the invasion of
Britain

‘Until further notice’!
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A Bumper Harvest

D-Day 6th June 1944
The preparation of the coming invasion
was immense. The American Supreme
Commander, General Eisenhower, and his
British deputy General Montgomery asked
the allied nations to pray that God would
prosper us, that our prayers would go up
from honest hearts, according to the will
of God. The decision was then made to
invade.

During 1942 ships were normally
used to bring food to these shores
from overseas but they were not
available because either the vessels
were urgently required for carrying
men and munitions or had been sunk
by the German U Boat submarine
attacks.
Britain had to be fed, so a supreme
effort was made by British farmers
with the
co-operation of the labour force,
the like of which had never before
been achieved in our history.
Added to this were the prayers of
innumerable people that God would
bless their efforts.
That year we had a bumper harvest!
It had become apparent by the
Minister of Agriculture, that God had
been with us, for in a postscript to the
BBC news in 1942, he said;

General Eisenhower and his Chiefs of
Staff met at 4.00 am on Monday 5th June
for ‘the final and irrevocable decision’.
Looking back at it, he wrote,

‘I knew I did not have the
required wisdom and turned to
God. I asked Him to give me
wisdom. I yielded myself to Him
and He gave me clear guidance. He
gave me insight to see what is
right, and He empowered me with
the courage to make my decision.
Finally He gave me peace of mind
in the knowledge that, having been
guided by God to a decision, I could
leave the results to Him.

“But this I would also say to you, in
humility and seriousness. Much hard
work and technical skill have played
their part in these mighty yields,
amongst the richest of all time.

The consequences of that
decision could not have been
foreseen by anyone. If there was
nothing else in my life to prove the
existence of an Almighty and
merciful God, the events of the
next twenty-four hours did it.’

I believe we have a Higher Power
to thank as well.
Some power has wrought a miracle
in the English harvest fields this
summer, for in this, our year of
greatest need, the land has given us
bread in greater abundance than we
have ever known before.”

The greatest break in a terrible
outlay of weather occurred the
very next day and allowed that
great invasion to proceed, with
losses far below those anticipated.
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Praying for the Persecuted Church
When I was a child, before we had TV.

Open Doors state that over 340 million

I used to listen to the radio every day at

Christians suffer persecution and discrimi-

1.45 pm to a programme called “Listen with

nation. They follow Jesus, no matter the

Mother”. After the introductory music the

cost. With your help, we're bringing them

presenter would say “Are you sitting com-

resources and hope.

fortably, then I’ll begin”. So today, like me,

Amongst their many requests for prayer

are you sitting comfortably in your home

are the following;

with food, warmth, light, heat, maybe family friends and TV for entertainment and

Please pray for the small group of be-

maybe a garden, park, forest ,river and ca-

lievers in Afghanistan – to find strength,

nal nearby to enjoy. As Christians in the UK

wisdom and supernatural peace in God's

most of us are living comfortable lives.

promises, and for those who are displaced

I really want to ask you to join with me

because of the Taliban takeover.

to pray and support suffering Christians and

Give thanks for God's answer to a spe-

others who may have had to flee from their

cific prayer in Africa.

homes and are now refugees in their own or
neighbouring countries having left behind

A church challenged new Christians to

their homes and all their worldly goods pos-

pray for something specific, so they prayed

sessions and in some cases family and

for a motorbike to help the pastor reach

friends. Open Doors is a Christian Aid Chari-

believers. They were amazed when Open

ty supporting persecuted Christians. You

Doors partners, unaware of the prayer, lat-

probably support this or similar Christian

er asked the church to collect their new

Charities. Thank you and I really just want

motorbike!

to encourage us all to keep praying for our

If you want to know more about the

persecuted brothers and sisters

work and mission of Open Doors you can

Open Doors produces a booklet annually

contact them at

called the World Watch List for the top 50
countries where Christians are most perse-

Open Doors, PO box 6, Witney, OX6WG

cuted.

Tel 01993 460015
The 2021 top 5 countries are;

1. North Korea. 2. Afghanistan,
3. Somalia, 4. Libya and 5. Pakistan.

12

About Safe Families
Riverside have supported
families in need throughout the
year through volunteering to help
families in need and food
deliveries. Safe Families is a
national faith-based charity who
equip the church to offer support,
hope and belonging to improve
the lives of local isolated families.
We believe everyone
deserves to belong and we provide
a safe, supported way for the local
church to reach out and help those
on their doorstep. Nationally Safe
Families has equipped over 1100 local churches
bring love and hope to over 14,000 children and
their families. We are trusted by 38 local councils
to bring isolated, lonely people into community.
Many are isolated due to illness, bereavement,
disability, or trauma.
We believe that God wants people to be in
community, to transform lives and we believe in
a God who can do more than we ask or imagine.
Our mission is to see people brought into
community through offering love and the gift of
God’s presence.

actually full of jelly, and the walk is so much
harder because of it! Families like the young
Mum at university, going through the trauma of
leaving an abusive relationship with no family to
support her and her son or the single Dad of 3
girls doing his best but with no support network
to give him advice on how to raise them.
Over 1,000 families like this each year are
supported by Safe Families volunteers – but we
want to do more which is why across the UK this
Summer we held local Welly Walks! Thanks to
the generosity of our churches like Riverside and
our friends our local team managed to raise over
£3700.

Safe Families Welly Walk
For many of the families that our volunteers
come alongside, life is extremely difficult, but
it’s not always obvious that people are
struggling.
It’s a bit like seeing someone walking along
in their wellies, and not knowing that they are

Thank you.
Helen Hoare
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“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
Lord, please will you send me your peace. Lead me to not be consumed by the
things of this world but to know with confidence you have overcome the world.

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every
way. The Lord be with all of you.
Lord, I need to know that you are with me today. In this space please fill me with
your peaceful presence more by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
God, I want to be a peace maker today. Lead me Holy Spirit to know who I need to
make peace with and lead me in how to do that today.
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Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
God, I need your peace. The world troubles me and I have troubles. Please Lord fill
me with your peace so that I am no longer afraid of what is around me right now.

In peace I will lie down and sleep,for you alone, LORD, make me dwell in safety.
Lord, I need your peace and rest. Please fill my mind with your peace so that when
I sleep, it is the restful and healing peace of God that restores me as I sleep.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Holy Spirit, I need your peace and joy! I do trust you God. Please fill me to
overflowing so that your peace and joy is seen wherever I am.

The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit
is life and peace.
God, I need you to rule my mind. Forgive me for when my mind has been led by my
human desire or by the world. You are Lord of all, including my mind. Please Holy
Spirit, rule my mind, so that my life reflects you and my life and mind may know
your peace.
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
God is at work!!
Jacky to drop off items, or
anytime the church is open
for an activity.

During 2020 God moved mightily in Asia
where over half of the unreached people groups
in the world live. The Lord opened the way for
us to visit over 50 of these groups and proclaim
the Gospel among them. In one extremely poor
community the people lived in patchwork huts.
Children had no shoes and wore rags for
clothing. There were no schools for them to
attend. They had never received a gift—until
they opened their shoeboxes! "The joy on their
faces was incredible," a ministry partner (local
church member) said, and many of the boys and
girls enthusiastically responded to the Gospel. As
a result, a door is now open to the Good News in
these regions so that "those who have never been
told of Him will see, and those who have never
heard will understand" (Romans15:21).

Donate a filled shoebox – we will be
collecting these from November 7th.
Donate towards the processing and shipping
costs, and the resources given to churches
overseas to share the Good News with the
children.
Come and Volunteer at Riverside Church
during the Collection Week Nov 15th - 22nd see Celia or Jacky.
Volunteer at the Processing Centre in
Oldbury
PRAY for the shoeboxes and the children
who receive them, and the local churches
overseas.

During August 2021 9000 shoeboxes were
packed at the Oldbury warehouse, and are now
on their way to a previously closed country, to an
unreached people group. God has opened a door.

Share about OCC with friends and family.
Come to the Packing Party – Tuesday
October 26th 9.30 to 11.00

Will you support Operation Christmas
Child’s coming campaign? Here are ways you
and your family can be involved. Please have a
look at the OCC website for amazing shoebox
stories, ideas for items to put in the shoeboxes
etc.
What can you do?

Come, donate, pray, as a family.
Encourage your children to share and be aware of
other children around the world.
Everyone can be involved.
Do Whatever you can.

Donate items to go in the shoeboxes.
Remember we pack boxes for children aged 2 – 4
( aim for age 4 so that items are suitable for all
children), 5 – 9 and 10 – 14.

Thank you,
Jacky Garbett
If you have any questions, queries, ideas –
please do get in touch with me.

Donate items like soft toys, balls, small
toys, dominoes, toy cars, marbles, toothbrushes,
soap, pencils, crayons, rulers, school items,
notebooks, colouring books, hats, gloves, t-shirts,
jewellery, hair accessories, small bags. Items can
be brought to church on Sundays between now
and November 20th, or contact the office or
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Looking ahead for the next 4 months, I and the Riverside Eldership Team have
made this plan regarding Sunday morning gatherings and will review how things
up to Christmas then look at 2022.
From September till the end of December we will be gathering in the following
rhythm.
● We will meet at Dog Lane on the 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month.
(And the 5th, if there is one). This will be a regular worship service.
● Children’ work will start at the services from 19th September.
● We will be contacting people who bring children to church in early
September to explain how the different children’ work will work on these
Sundays.
This
●
will be for a large celebration for everyone. On this Sunday there will be no
manned/led children’ work and the service will have lots of worship, a
shorter talk and some testimony too. A chance for us all to celebrate
together.
● All services will still be streamed online as well.
● At this time you do not have to book into the meetings at the Dog Lane
building but this may change due to numbers moving forwards.
The decision to run like this for the next 4 months has been based on the
numbers of people attending services, the number of people available to serve on
the different teams that make a Sunday happen, the resources we have available to
us and some of the community vision of the church.
At St George’ Hall sometimes we can be forced to leave the building when we
want to spend more time in community with each other, more time to pray together
and more time to be there for each other. Whilst we cant do that at St Georges Hall,
we can at Dog Lane and have already have had some great times praying together
at the end of a service.
This will continually be under review depending on numbers, volunteers and
resources and could lead us back into St Georges Hall but could also lead us down
other avenues that we hadn’t considered when we met regularly in St Georges Hall.
This is a great opportunity for us to worship closer together and build a
connecting community and make time and space to do so. This is an exciting time.
We always knew we couldn’t simply go back to the way things were before COVID
and this gives us the space and opportunity to explore that with God and each
other.
God bless
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What a amazing truth. One Bible passage that encourage and strengthens me is
Romans 8 verse 38 – 39 which says;

Nothing can separate us from God’ love. We don’t hope in situations or events,
we hope in a person whose name is Jesus.
Jacky Garbett

A Zoo owner arrived at his zoo one day and discovered his only Gorilla had
died.
The Gorilla had been the main attraction at his zoo but he could not afford to
buy another Gorilla. He thought about it and noticed that his gardener was a very big
man so he suggested to him that he purchased a Gorilla outfit for him to wear and
for him to act as a Gorilla. The gardener liked the idea of being a Gorilla and agreed.
The gardener soon found acting as a Gorilla was great fun and he became popular
with the visitors. His fun became enthusiasm and his swinging skills improved until one
day he went too far, swung too high, lost his grip and sailed up and over out of his
cage into the Lion’s den.
He shook himself and stood up. It was then he saw a huge Lion looking at him,
showing his fangs and growling.
He started shaking in fear and shouted “Help, what do I do now?” The Lion replied
with the voice of the zoo owner, “Shut up, act like a Gorilla otherwise we will both be
out of a job.”
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Kenya

In the spring Annie again made up a quantity of hanging baskets
and sold them to raise money.
£360 was raised for Help and Kindness charity in Kenya.
Thank you Annie

Last year Liz Craven did a fundraiser for the Hope and Kindness Charity in Kenya.
She managed to ensure that Barclays bank match funded whatever she raised. and raised
£5000. As a result £10,000 was raised. It was amazing!!!
This year Liz is again doing her fundraiser swim and Barclays Bank have again agreed to
match fund whatever she raises.
Wouldn't it be great if we could do the same again for Hope and Kindness?
To give simply visit www.justgiving.com and search EM-CRAVEN1 and you will be
taken to Liz Craven's Just Giving page where you can sponsor her as she swims for Hope
and Kindness!

A man went to the doctors and he was given a prescription.
The doctor told him that he'd have to take these tablets for the rest of his life.
The man looked horrified.
The concerned doctor asked him what was wrong.
The man answered that he'd only been given a prescription for 28days.
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Wednesday Church at Dog Lane

On Wednesday 1st September Mike &Jan Parkes recommenced their
Wednesday Church gatherings at Dog Lane.
The doors open at 11.30 am for coffee and the service starts at 12 Noon.

My verse is 1 Peter 1: 3.

The reason it brings hope is that we have a living breathing
Saviour. We don't pray or talk to someone who can't hear us but
someone who is interested in all that we do say and feel. The beautiful song
called Jesus Christ my Living Hope epitomizes all that I mean to convey. Praise
the Lord.

I have been told that the word ‘Dog House’ became a slang word amongst some of the
wives of the men when it was a snooker hall.
Apparently, after the men had had a pleasant evening plus a few pints, and arrived
home their wives would send them to The Dog House!
Les the Ed
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Les Dutfield (editor) email : les.dutfield@gmail.com
Church Address: Riverside Elim, Dog Lane, Bewdley, DY12 2EF
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