
From the Water’s Edge

 The word God has placed on my heart for this summer is 
I believe God wants to REVIVE our hearts. I believe that as we start to

re gather in person that God wants to REVIVE His church and finally I
believe God wants to REVIVE this land.

However, I am really struck by something that I just can’t get away
from. God doesn’t want to do this alone. God wants to do this not only in
us, me and you, but through us as well.

 God made the world and everything in it. He’s God, He can do
anything He wants. He even breathed the stars into existence…yet.

Yet He loves me and you so much. He wants to revive the world in
which we live. See heaven as a place on Earth by working and reviving us
and working not only in us but through us.

Open yourself up to God this summer. Give yourself over to Him and
ask Him what He wants you to do! God wants to partner with you to see
this land revived. Will you let Him?
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Thank you to those who have already sent me their memories of
Riverside’s History.

This issue will continue our story with the time line of our past Pastors
up to when Nigel Tween left us in 2018, just before Steve came in the spring

of 2019.
The photo below has been sent to me by Linda Brant who has moved

to Oxford. It was taken in 2012 when Carl Johnstone had just been appointed our pastor.
Would someone like to help by identifying everyone in the photo?

My email address.
I am discontinuing using the email address I started using a year ago when I started

producing From the Water’s Edge.
Please use my personal email address in future.

les.dutfield@gmail.com

Thank you. Les the Ed

● I ate a clock yesterday, it was very time-consuming.
● “I worry about ridiculous things, you know, how does a guy who drives a

snowplough get to work in the morning.
● “I always take my wife morning tea in my pyjamas. But is she grateful?

No, she says she’d rather have it in a cup.”
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This Summer will see us as
Riverside Elim Church start to reopen
and re gather, as the Government
restrictions allow of  course. This will
see us slowly rephase back in how we
are meeting, but also looking again at
how we do mission. During step 3 with
the restrictions in place we have a
booking in system in place for attending
Sunday services – you should have
received a letter about that but if not,
get in touch.

Until September, whether we are in
step 3 or step 4 we will be doing
something different on the last Sunday
of the  month. We want to have some
Sundays that will be solely 
focused.

The last Sunday of the month in
June, July and August will be mission
focused, centered on an evangelistic
message from some incredible speakers.
There will be no in person services on
these Sundays (27/6, 25/7 and 28/8)
but instead a shorter evangelistic
service online only.

This is a great opportunity for you
to invite neighbours, family and
friends over to your house and hear a
short evangelistic talk and the opens a
door for you to share the gospel and
your faith with folk who need it.

This will only have an impact
though if  you invite people over and do
this WITH others. This isn’t simply
directing others to watch it, but inviting
people to come and watch it and
experience it WITH you!  This is a great
missionary opportunity for you to be
involved in sharing the gospel with
people in your life. I’m really excited

about these opportunities.
And when we step out
boldly in faith, trusting in
God, this is when we see
real breakthrough. This is
an opportunity to share the
gospel with people around
you.

Why not invite them over for a
bacon sandwich (vegetarian options are
available) and have breakfast and share
the gospel together?
Hopefully in July and August
restrictions will have lifted enough for
us to then have a lunchtime gathering
on these Sundays too, where you can
come, with the people you’ve spent the
morning with, to the Dog Lane building.
Enjoy some lunch together. We can
share community together and continue
to share the love of God with each other
and some who may have never been to a
church before. Again, this only works if
you, 1) invite someone, and,  2) show
up. More information will come out
about this in July when we know more
about what restrictions are or aren’t in
place.

We need to be reaching people for
Jesus and throughout the summer we
will trial this for 3 months and see what
happens. I really believe this is an
opportunity and time where we can see
people give their lives to Christ. But God
wants us all to play a part on that
mission. So play a part this Summer
and invite people to join you on mission
Sunday, and when we can, bring them
down to Dog Lane for lunch, community
and a chance to see and experience
more of God. We want to see His
kingdom here!
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God is with us

“So he answered, ‘Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are
with them. ‘’’ - 2 Kings 6:16

Remember, we are in the majority if we are working with the Lord Jesus Christ. It
doesn’t matter how big the task or how many messengers of the devil are working against
us. Elisha’s servant could see only the enemy and Elisha prayed that the Lord would open
his eyes to see the chariots and the army of God standing on the hills.

 Some years ago a farmer in Zimbabwe left his farm early one morning to take his
cattle to market. He had to leave his wife and young children alone on the farm despite
the danger that prevailed in those days.

Unbeknown to the family, terrorists arrived at the farm planning to blow the
farmhouse to pieces with mortar fire. The mother was hanging out washing when she felt
the Holy Spirit urging her to go inside with the children. She obeyed immediately, locked
the door and then prayed, calling on the Lord for protection. About ten minutes later the
security forces came screeching up in their jeeps.

“Who called you?” She asked.

“We have an amazing story to tell you,” they said. “The terrorists who were planning
to blow your house up came to us and surrendered. They said you were out in the garden
hanging up the washing and they watched you as they set their mortars in position.
Suddenly, they saw four shining soldiers about nine feet tall, standing at each corner of
the house, holding glowing shields and swords. They were so frightened  that they left all
their weapons and ran straight into the arms of the security forces and surrendered.

No matter what you’re doing today be assured that God is with you and if He’s with
you then His angels will be with you too.

Angus Buchan is a Christian farmer in South Africa
and author of FAITH Like POTATOES

Another of his books is The Farmers Year published in 2007
With a daily devotionals with truth to change your life.

This is the 1st February.
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How many times have you tried to get
a household gadget working
and as a last resort decided

to read the instruction manual?
You open the manual and find the

section that is relevant and - WOW.
You have wasted so much time and the

solution was so simple.
When you read the Bible you find

guidance, given over thousands of years in
the Old Testament by the Holy Spirit to
men and women who wrote down what they
had been taught.

For example in the book of Nehemiah it
tells of many problems the Israelites had
because they ignored God’s instructions.

When the Book of the Law, given to
Moses, was read out to them by Ezra it
transformed their lives. The Israelites were
astounded.

Chapter 8:
10 This day is holy to our Lord. Do not

grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your
strength.

12 Then all the people went away to
eat and drink to celebrate with great joy,
because they now understood the words
that had been made known to them.

In Luke 21 Jesus sent out seventy two
disciples to spread the good news, that He
had taught them. On their return, when He
heard of their success it says;

‘At that time Jesus, full of joy through
the Holy Spirit said “I praise you father,
Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and
learned and revealed them to little
children. Yes, Father, for this is what you
were pleased to do.”

It is not a secret that if you are willing
to accept God’s word like a child, then you
will receive not only joy and peace but also
happiness and satisfaction.

If you have not tried it
now is the time.

As a last resort read the instruction manual
for

The Joy of the Lord is your Strength.

Post Card Help
A man writing at the post office desk was approached by an older fellow with a

post card in his hand. The old man said “Sir, I’m sorry to bother you but could you
address the post card for me? My arthritis is acting up today and I can’t hold a pen.”

“Certainly sir, I’d be glad.” Said the younger man.
He wrote the address and also agreed to write a short message and sign the card

for the old man.
Finally the younger man asked. “Is there anything else I can do for you?”
The old man thought about it for a moment and said; “Could you add,
PS. Please excuse the sloppy writing.”
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Pedal

When I first met Christ, it seemed as
though life was rather like a bike ride, but it was
a tandem bike and I noticed that Christ was in
the back helping me to peddle.

I don’t know just when it was that He
suggested we change places, but life has not
been the same since.

When I had control, I knew the way and it
was rather boring but predictable. It was the
shortest distance between two points.

When He took the lead, He knew delightful
short cuts, up mountains and through rocky
places at breakneck speeds. It was all I could do
to hang on!

Even though it looked like madness, He
said, “Pedal”. I worried, got anxious and asked,
“Where are you taking me?”

He laughed and didn’t answer and I started
to learn to trust Him. I forgot my boring life and
entered into the adventure.

When I’d say, “I’m scared,” He’d lean back
and touch my hand. He took me to people with
gifts that I needed. Gifts of healing, acceptance
and joy.

He said, “Give the gifts away; They are
extra baggage, too much weight. So I did, I gave
them to people we met, and I found in giving, I
received, Still our burden was light.

I did not trust Him at first with the control
of my life, I thought He would wreck it. He knows
bike secrets. He knows how to make it bend to
take sharp corners, how to jump to clear high
rocks, how to fly to shorten scary passages.

I am learning to shut up and pedal in the
strangest places and I’m beginning to enjoy the
view.

With a cool breeze on my face and my
delightful companion, Jesus Christ.

When I am sure I just can’t do anymore, he
just smiles and says to me “Pedal”.

Adapted from Graeme Harvey’s article in Living Stones

Question.
What is the last thing that goes through a flies

mind when it hits the windscreen of a car?
Answer.

It’s bottom.

Adam & Eve were the first ones to ignore the Apple terms and conditions.

Question.
Which servant of God was the most flagrant lawbreaker in the Bible?
Answer.
Moses. He broke all 10 commandments at once.
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One of the articles from Jacky Garbett’s Riverside Mission News
July 2021 May edition.

Elim Missions
The Philippines

Pray for Lynette Orange,  originally from Rugby
Elim she is now working at City Gates Academy - a
nursery and infant school set up in Manila by Elim in
order to provide free education to the poorest children.
 In exchange for free education, parents surrender
12 hours of work each month, giving them a sense of
dignity, worth and community, not just receiving hand
outs.

At the moment Lynette is in the UK, awaiting a
visa to return to Manila, and for covid travel restrictions to lift, and yet is still
working with the school. Lynette and her colleagues faced the seemingly
impossible. How do they take quality education to their pupils with no Internet
access, and no resources. God provided – SD cards and tablets were given to the
children, the teachers recorded 12 lessons each week, and gave out home packs with
books, paper, resources etc to over 110 children. No one was left behind.

Give God praise for this. Classes have now ended for the summer break, yet
work continues preparing for the new school year, and Lynette says that despite the
distance they (the teachers) are meeting regularly online, and she is very much
involved with preparing and editing training videos, especially as 4 new teachers
hope to join them for the new academic year. God is very much at work at City
Gates Academy, please pray for them.

In addition the families have received Bible study notes and copies of sermons,
again on SD cards.

Pray for children and adults, families and the community at City Gates, to
KNOW Him better, to know his strength and his provision.

Maybe watch Rugby Elim Church Online 22/11/20 and hear Lynette speak and see
photos of the Philippines, from about 48 minutes.

YouTube. -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MP5X_ulOpIo&t=85s
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Why don’t you spend some time this summer really calling out to God in prayer
using these verses? Below are four devotions – one for each week. A focus for your
prayers for a week and see what difference these prayers and verses have in your
heart. Each week will have some scripture reading, a simple prayer and an
opportunity to do something.

Lord, please will you revive my heart again for the things of you? I want to
rejoice in all your ways. Please lead me in the ways you want this week. God, I am
open to you. Lead me. Revive me. Amen

Lord, I need to see more of your unfailing love. Fill me again with your love.
Speak to me and encourage me with your love. I am so thankful for my salvation
and trust you entirely to lead me in your ways. Amen

God, I will listen to you and do what you ask of me knowing what you ask is
good and loving. Thank you for leading me. Thank you for your promise to be close
to me and never leave nor forsake me. Help me Lord to never forget this. Amen

Summer Devotion
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God, I want to see your kingdom here. I want to see heaven as a place on Earth.
Thank you for loving and saving me. Thank you that I cant earn salvation but it is a
gift you’ve given me. I will honour, respect and revere you God and listen to what
you say. Thank you Lord. Amen

Summer Devotion

IMAGINE BOARDING a plane for your
dream holiday when suddenly the pilot
announces, “Welcome on board. After we
take off we’ll serve you a wonderful meal
and do all we can to make your flight
enjoyable. However, I need to tell you - we
have no destination. That’s right; we’re just
going to keep flying until we run out of fuel
and drop in the ocean”.

No matter how wonderful the journey
is, what’s the point if there is no
destination?

God’s Word says, ‘If our hope in
Christ is only for this life, we are more to
be pitied than anyone in the world’
(1 Corinthians 15:19 NLT)

Thank God there’s more! It’s called
heaven and we will be with Jesus, it’s

better by far than anything we have ever
experienced in this life.

If you’re wondering what we will do
when we get there, the Bible says we’ll
serve the Lord (see Revelation 22:3). You
won’t need a halo, a long woolly robe, a
harp and be assigned to sit on a cloud and
strum for eternity. No, we’ll each serve the
Lord in different capacities.

Think of it: no midlife crisis, no
downsizing and no burnout.

On earth we fail, get tired, frustrated
and our motives are mixed. Not there! Can
you imagine serving the One you love
most, doing the things you enjoy most and
doing it in the body that’s forever
energised? That’s heaven!

The ultimate bliss will be seeing Jesus
face to face.

As for me, I shall see Your face in
righteousness;

I will be (fully) satisfied when I awake
(to find myself) seeing Your likeness.
When I awake, I will see you face to

face and be satisfied.
(Psalm 17:15 AMP)
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Following Harry and Pam Elliot’s
move to Cornwall in 1994, Bewdley
Christian Fellowship continued to

flourish.

George Millar had over site for a while
until he passed over the baton to an Elim
appointed full time pastor, Jason Heron.

1994
Together with his wife Lynda. They

were with us for 11 years and left in 2005
moving to pastor the

Northampton Elim Church.

2006
Mike Mason and his wife Flora joined

us in June and was with us for 18 months.

2009
Paul Dunn and his wife Gail joined us

and were with us for 3 years.

2012
Carl Johnstone and his wife Dani

came in late summer and were with us for 4
years. They  left us in December 2015 to
pastor Letchworth Garden City Church

2016
Nigel Tween joined us in his retirement
ministry and left us in December 2018.

Adam Whitley was his assistant pastor
and left at the same time as Nigel. He was

an MIT (Minister in training) under Nigel and
is now at Life Central, Halesowen.

While they were with us we celebrated our
25th Anniversary on

Saturday 27th January 2018.

2019
Steve Robinson and his wife
Liz joined us in early in 2019.

Within a few months the River Severn
floods occurred and then in 2020 the

Corona Virus pandemic started!

In 2000 Liz was appointed as an MIT.

 Riverside Bewdley Elim Church’s History

Part 2. The Time Line after Harry & Pam moved to Cornwall.

Below is the Time Line of the Pastors who served us before
Pastor Steve joined us.

There stories and articles plus our current and past brothers and sisters will be
printed, not necessarily in date order, in this and future editions



11

I have many wonderful memories of such an amazing church. As Gail and I walked
into Riverside that first day we knew it was God who had sent us as we met the
wonderful elders and their wives.

The very first Sunday was amazing from the welcome we received from the church.
The many that were saved in that first year that I recall people standing around

the edges without seats. (This was at Dog Lane)
To be part of their growth in God we brought in a School of the Word with studies

in so many formats. The outreach we did in Wribbenhall estate.
It was the first place my eldest son led worship and is now a worship leader and

songwriter.
Biggest for me actually when Doreen’s husband Graham whom she had been praying

for him for many years got saved.

After Jason Heron became our pastor
he realised that the people attending and active in our church

came from not only from Bewdley but also from a wide area beyond the town.
Realising it’s name should reflect it’s members the name was changed to

Riverside Bewdley Elim Church.

2009 - Pastor Paul Dunn’s Memories

I and my wife Jennifer started attending Riverside Church at St Georges Hall in August
2000 having retired and moved to Stourport from West Yorkshire.

The first person who welcomed us was Yoko Kurimoto.
After the service Jason & Lynda together with Chris & Elaine and Phil & Debbie also

made us so welcome.
Within a year Lynda told me that Jason needed assistance with his paper work. I said I

was willing to help. That day he came round to see me taking up my offer of help him.
More about that and working with our elders in future articles.

2000 Les the Ed’s first Memories
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When Mike and I retired and downsized, we came to live in Bridgenorth and went
to various churches but couldn’t settle.

Then I believe the Lord led us to Riverside, where we thought we could sit back
and enjoy the Services!! That was six years ago in December 2015.

When we came in Liz and Val began talking to us and found we had things in
common, they were very welcoming. Then the pastor Carl came and introduced himself
and we though ‘Great’ - we will come again next week.

But then Carl announced he was leaving - (Oh dear) but announced that Nigel
Tween was coming who we knew by reputation, so we were very pleased with Adam
and Bridgette as assistant pastors.

The actual sitting and doing nothing didn’t last very long!! Mary asked if we would
go on the Welcome Team and Mike was asked to go on the Worship Team (He plays
the keyboard and piano.) And we became rather busy. Then Mary again (I really think
the Lord was using Mary to give us a push!!) said to us that we should start our own
Life Group and she would come! (We assumed that was a blessing!!) Then our pastor
Nigel suggested holding it in the day, in the church for people who couldn’t come in
the evenings - so we morphed into Wednesday Church. (Worship, the Word, lots of
fun & Communion.) Wednesday Church followed on from Coffee Morning which had
been taken over by Liz Walton from Liz and Val - then became ours.

At the time of writing (June 2021) we are still in the grip of the covid 19
pandemic so all the meetings of Wednesday Church are suspended but we are still
holding our Garden Church meetings, with the required social distancing, where we
continue what we started with worship, the Word, lots of fun and Communion.

It’s been quite a ride since we joined Riverside Elim!
Thank you Lord, may it continue.

Jan

Jan Parkes

Q: Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible?
A: Samson, because he brought the house down.
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Hello Riverside!

It is great to be able to
connect with you through

‘From the Water’ Edge’.
The last 15 months or so have been as

strange a time as I can remember, however
even in our darkest moments we have these
truths: God is always faithful, God is always
good and God is always with us!

I have certainly missed singing together
in worship to God, hearing a room full of
voices lifted up in praise and adoration but I
am also thankful that our worship is not
restricted to a time, location or event.

It is like Jesus said to the woman at the
well in John 4:21, 24: “Woman,” Jesus
replied, “Believe me, a time is coming
when you will worship the Father neither
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem”
…..”God is spirit, and his worshipers
must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”
Not even a pandemic can stop God
receiving his glory! Hallelujah!

I have been grateful for technology
throughout the pandemic as it has meant the
worship team have been able to stay
connected, even though we have been
unable to meet up regularly as we usually
would. We were even able to record a song
together, right from our own homes with the
help of our skilled sound technicians (we are
very blessed to have the sound technicians
that we do as part of our worship team!).
That was a huge blessing, to hear the team
all playing together.

I am certainly looking forward to a time
where the team can re gather; and we can
all together sing praise and worship without
restriction.

However, I want to encourage you.
There are so many ways that we can praise
and worship God apart from congregational
singing. Indeed, all that we do in our days
can be a worship offering to God; Whether
that is taking a walk outdoors and thanking
God for his creation, helping someone who
is in need or spending time with someone
you know is lonely or even setting time aside
alone to just be still and sit in silence in God’
presence.

I am reminded of Elijah in 1 Kings
19:11-12: Then He said, “Go out, and
stand on the mountain before the
Lord.”And behold, the Lord passed by,
and a great and strong wind tore into the
mountains and broke the rocks in pieces
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in
the wind; and after the wind an
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake; and after the earthquake a
fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and
after the fire a still small voice.

   Even if we cannot sing, there are
many ways in which we can praise God. Be
encouraged and take time out to hear God in
the still, small voice. God cannot be
silenced, we need only be still.

I look forward to being with you all again
soon!

Every blessing to you,

Dan

Dan Beadle
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Since the 13th June we have been able to meet in
person again for church at St George’s Hall. It was

so great to gather again.
However for the previous 15 months we have relied on our mobile phones (face

book), tablets and TV’s (You Tube) to keep us connected as a church family. Plus the
occasional in person gathering of 2-6 people in outdoor spaces. We may have mixed
feelings about modern technology but it has kept us connected and it is being used for
the spread of the gospel around the world.

I’d like to tell you something about a Christian Charity Sat 7.

The History of Sat 7

“As Dr Terence Ascott rushed around busy Cairo streets one day in the late 1980s, he
spotted something in his neighbourhood. Sitting on a cement floor in an unfinished building
was a family watching television.

Staring at this strange sight, he came to the stark realisation that the majority of the
population in Egypt and across the Middle East could not read. Although he had been in
publishing for several years, he perceived that many, like this family, would never have the
opportunity to read about the love of God.”

That day a vision was born. Dr Ascott no longer just saw one family but millions. It was a
realisation that birthed a dream: to establish Christian satellite television that would reach
across the Middle East and North Africa.

Today, SAT-7  broadcasts in three languages, Arabic, Pars and Turks, through four
channels, Sat 7 Arabic, Sat 7 Pars and Sat 7 TÜRK and Sat 7 Kids,

365 days a year to 25 countries to over 400 million people who have satellite dishes.

Sat 7 says support the Christians of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) in their
Christian witness and lives. We beam the Good News of the Kingdom of God straight into
people’s homes and the centre of family life.

Our Mission is to provide the churches and Christians of the MENA an opportunity to
witness to Jesus Christ through inspirational, informative, and educational television
services.

Our Vision is to see a growing Church in the Middle East and North Africa, confident in
Christian faith and witness, serving the community and contributing to the good of society
and culture. We make God’s love visible.

Jennifer

This information comes from the Sat 7 website.

Sat 7 Satellite Television
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All Blame is a waste of Time

The wise are glad to be instructed. (Proverbs 18:18 NLT)

If you want to walk in God’s blessing, stop making excuses and take responsibility
for your life. The Bible says, ‘The wise are glad to be instructed…fools fall flat on their
faces.’

The ability to accept responsibility is a hallmark of character and maturity. More
importantly, God can’t restore you until you acknowledge and turn away from your sin.

Nowhere in Scripture does God excuse our sin because of someone else’s
behaviour.

The Bible says He will ‘repay all people as their actions deserve’
(Proverbs 24:12 NLT).

When you keep placing blame on other people, you never reach the place of
honest responsibility – where real change begins!

A respected counsellor writes: ‘All blame is a waste of time. Regardless of how
much fault you find, it will not change things. The only thing blame does is keep the
focus off you when you’re looking for reasons to explain your unhappiness or
frustration.

You may succeed in making someone else feel guilty, but you won’t succeed in
changing whatever’s making you unhappy.’

Blaming others is often just a way of avoiding the truth about yourself.
Jesus said that knowing the truth will set you free (see John 8:32). It may make

you very uncomfortable at first, but it’s the thing that will truly liberate you. Hiding
from it doesn’t make it go away. In fact, until you’re willing to face your mistakes,
you’ll keep having problems.

Is that really how you want to live? No? Then get honest with God, and let Him
help you correct the things in your life that are out of order.

During this pandemic many people have become lonely, frustrated, angry,
blaming others and even giving up on life.



16

Riverside Elim mobile: 07931 297 962

Steve Robinson (pastor) email : steve@riversideelim.com

Liz Robinson (associate pastor) email : liz@riversideelim.com

Les Dutfield (editor) email : les.dutfield@gmail.com

Church Address: Riverside Elim, Dog Lane, Bewdley, DY12 2EF

To give a donation to Riverside these are the various way.


